
MINIATURE 
The Incredible Boys ... 
Who says lig hte ning can't strike twice? 

You can't go too far into the histo ry of A.MIIA wit.hout Tony Grem·es and UlC Littlt: Ame1ica horses popping up. Tony ha~ 
worn many hats in his sen ice to the AtviiiA. Ile was a past A:VIHA President, a voluntt:er Executi\'e Secrelai)', all(! a hoard 
member for sewral yt:ars. A staunch supporter for AMHA, he has tirelessly exhibit.t:d and demonstrated the versatility or 
the Miniature horse all over the world, to anyouc who woulcl listen. He has been au ambassador for th e bret:d and knows 
the history of our horses almost better than auyont:. When asked about his favoritt: horse that he produced, he asked to 
write about two horses ... his two incredible boys. 

As told by 
Tony Greaves 

Years and years oflittle hor-ses have [i[lt:dmy lite since 
I was born into a family that was breeding Shetlands 
over six ty years ago. Throug-h tl1e yt:ars I have found 

tl1at }'OU arc wry lucky when a Yery special horse enters 
}Our life. We had two h or es we felt wt:re so incredihle, 
that the name seemed to pick itself. 

Our first ''l ncrcc!ihle" was foaled in 1999. LiuJc America's 
D. S. Incredible. F'or many years one of my goals was to 
bret:d tht: smallest colorful appaloosa witl1 b'TCat contorma­
Liun, with emphasis on a beautiful head. On Marr.h 30, 

1996, late in the aftem oon, I went to check uu th(' mares 
close to foaling, which were kept in the yard bcsirlc our 
house. Little Ametica's Tex Relle vvas g-oing into labor, so T 
sat o n the porch to watch what vvas g-oing ou, to be handy if 
I was needed. The progress was quick aud wh en the foal 
anived and I pulled tlw amniotic sack off, I was so thrilled 
to see what was inside the sack ... so tiny, so colorhil , a h ead 
to die for, so iucrcdihlc that I actually cried. I know, '' real 
men don't cry", but ew·•;· rule has its exception, and this 
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was mine. J just said, "Incredible, he 's Increclihlc!'' I ran in 
the house to get m y family and each one repeated my first 
words. In the clays that. followed, every visitor to our ranch 
had t.he same reaction, "Incredible". I said that he named 
himself t.he day he was born, but how did they know it.? 

Lauren our 
daughter and 
Incredible 

\Vhen ·we stan ed sh ow­
ing him, he was only 
weeks old, and h e 
seemed to draw 
crowds every Lime we 
brought him out. 
Every time he left the 
ring, we had people 
follow us back to our 
stall areajust Lo get a 
closer look at. him. I 
think that. some peo­
ple have a very spe­
cial bond with some 

horses and this was mine. He 
and I seem ed to be on the same wa\'e link. 'vVe seemed to 

communicate in the ring. I would set him up, bad. up anrl 
look at. him, and his eyes would tollow my every move: never 
putting an ear back. ne,·er taking his eyes off mine. Over 
and over J had people ask me how I got a weanling (ancl 
later a yearling and lwo-year old) to "show like t.hat". He 
had so much personalit.y and I encouraged his exuberance, 
letting him walk on his back legs out. to get his awards, even­
ntally teaching him to take a bow, using it when he won 
Supreme. One judge told nw that this wasn 't a circus, bllt 
Incredible enjoyed his perhmnance, the crowds loved it, 
and so did I, so we outYoted tJ1atjudge. 

Litt~ ~meric4J 1J.S.Incredibk 
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He was quite suc­
cessfi.!l in the shows, 
becoming High 
Point Champion in 
sewTdl divisions for 
the Sout.hwestem 
Miniature Horse 
Cluh and the 
Greater I Iouston 
:Yfiniature Horse 
Cluh. 1 was t.hrilled 
when he placed seY­
enth, as a ,.,·eanling, 
in a class of fifty­
seven at. t.he Worlrl 

Show in Lexington, VA, shm~ing against a field of mostly 
yearlings and two-year olds! One person who had admired 
him t<>r several shows offered to t,rive me a hlank ch eck t<x 
him, which I turned down. 

\Vc ran ads [eatnriug our "drr-am horse" and e1uoyed the 
name which aided in creati\ity: '·We are looking to an 
J n r.redible future", "Incredible dreams do come true," 
and others. We were thrilled to be drawn f<>I· the cover of 
tlle Miuiature Horse World for the world show issue. 1 
spent days taking pictures and worked with the editor, 
Rarbara Ashby, who was a ran of Incredihlc, too. 

Ahout the time we were getting things ready for his cover, he 
sta rted being head shy when being haltered and a few times 
had a spell, somctl1ing similar to fainting. \Ve wok him to a 
se\·er<Ll vets who could find nothing v.'rong. At. t.hat time, we 
were S\'1-'imming our show horses to ton e them and on July 
n, 1998, while he was in the poud, h e bobbed under, which 
wasn't really unw;ual , but this time he made n o attempt to 
surface. We quickly brought him out of the water and tried 
CPR for what seemed like an hour. Finally we gave up, and 
I sent my helper 1.0 t.he ham and J just sal there with 
Incredible. Our vet surmised t.hat he had suJiercd an 
aneurysm and that we could have done nothing to save him, 
hut t.hat. was littJc solace to us. I couldn't believe that the 
dream of my mauy years of breeding wa~ lying beside me as 
I sat there helplessly. After quile some time, I went to the 
barn and got the tractor and Look him to the back and 
buried him . I then went to my office anc! just sat there. All 
those hopes and dreams came to a h alt. All those plans 
were gone. And he was to be on m e cm·er of the nex t 
Miniat.ure Horse World magazine. I knew that the deacUine 
w<.L~ only a few days later. Thoughts were whirling in my 
mind, sh ould I change the cover to another horse, should I 
just. leave it alone. I finally ernailed Barhard simply sayiug, 
"Please add this to the coYer oflucredible: "~1arch 30, 1996-
July 22, 1998". He becam e the first horse ever pictured on 
the cm·er posthumously. 

I first stated that. we had two ho rses that named them­
selves Inc redible. The second one was born tJw year 
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after the first died, Little America's Too Incredible. vVe 
chose the n<~me because he was also extremely tiny and 
excellent. His show record was fairly similar, but uot 
quite as ex tensive as the first. He garnered S<"Ycral Top 
Tens and Champiouships, bm never won a Supreme. I 
did ha,·e one j udge tell me that he was the most perfect 
tiuy miniature that she had ever judged. He mature<.l a t 
25\12"' Of course he was bred to be small, be ing out of 
Little America's Kcwpie Tornado 2GW' and Liule 
Amc.:rica Silver Tomado 26". 

38 Min~lureUorstl¥11'1~ Apni/Mny 2oos 

vVc showed him until he was three years old and then 
started breeding him to a fe,v mares. \Ve vwre very 
please<.l with the tiny foals with rdiuement that he pro­
duced and were looking forwan:\ to using him iu our 
"tiny" program for years. 

This past Decem her Carol and I weut to T'\ew York to baby­
sit our grandson while his parent~ wc.:ut on a belated tenth 
anniversa ry to Europe . \'\Then we re turned home we 
lcamed that a problem with clog allacks had returned. 
'1\vo years ago we lost thirteen horses over a period of 
weeks to a marauding pack of wi l<.l dogs. On Suuday 
morning, 1 was getting dressed to go out to fce<.l and 
looked out the window of our second story bedroom and 
saw what looked like a horse standing over another horse, 
hnt l wasn 't certain. 1 got my glasses and saw that it was a 
coyote standing over a horse v\~th anothe r coyote standing 
guard about twenty yards away. l yelled clovmstairs to 
Lauren, our daughter, who grabbed a gun and snuck o ut 
the door to get a shot at the predators. Unfortunately, 
they sensed she was thc.:re and starred to runjust as she got 
o~f the fi rs t shot. When I found what the coyotes were 
standin g over, rny heart dropped ... it was Too 
Incredible ... our beautiful stallion. We were cleva.<;tated to 
loose anotl1er of our wonderful little horses. Since then 
we have taken many precautions to prevent another trag­
ic loss. We have acided guard donkc.:ys, guard dogs and 
much be tter fencing,just to name a few. 

1 am so thankfl.1l for all th e incredible memories I have. 
Some.: people are lucky enough to have one specia l horse 
in thc.:ir life, 1 have h ad hundred s. Each horse has 
amazed me v\~th their own personality and their talents, 
but 1 still have a soft spot 1n my heart for those two 
incrc.:dible boys. ~ 


